
We publish in this number the translation (kindly furnished by Miss
Dimmock) of a letter from Prof. Frey, of Zurich, and one from Dr. J.
R. Chadwick, both bearing on the recall by government of the Russian
female medical students from Zurich. Prof. Frey complains that a
brief mention which we made of the matter some time since contains
an error and an injustice, because we implied that immorality was the
cause of the recall. Wishing to do justice to all parties, and to ob-
tain all possible light on the subject, we showed this letter to Dr.
Chadwick, who had written from abroad a letterwhich was published in
this Journal on Feb. 6th ult. on this question, and asked him to give us
the benefit of any information he might possess. Dr. Chadwick has
complied with this request in so full and impartial a manner that fur-
ther comment would be superfluous. We may remark, however, that the
spectacle of girls taking part in socialistic meetings, which was one

of the mildest charges against them, strikes us as very unpleasant to
contemplate.

Pathology of Mumps.—The Medical Times and Gazette, June 21,
1873, states that M. Boucbut has addressed a brief communication to
the Academy of Sciences on this subject. Regarded to the present
time, he says, as a fluxion of unknown nature in children, or as an

inflammation of the parotid gland in adults, mumps, according to his
researches, really arise from a retention of saliva caused by a catarrhal
inflammation of the parotid duct. Under the influence of this catarrh
of the excretory canal, a temporary obstruction is caused, which re-

tains the saliva. In children seized with this affection while in a good
state of health, the disease is not a serious one, as suppuration does
not take place. On the other hand, in subjects of septicemia or "bac-
tersemia" mumps is a very grave affection, as suppuration always
takes place, and death often results. There is only one way of avert-
ino: this peril, which consists in making numerous small incisions m
the substance of the parotid, before the pus, which is infiltrated into
its substance, has time to collect together.

Correspondence.
University of Zurich, Aug. 10,1873.

Messrs. Editors,—Your Journal of July 10th gives the following

statement:-^ ^ ^ ^ ^^^ stadent8 at Züñch, of whom we

have had such glowing accounts, are too immoral even for Russia, who has re-
called her daughters to be redeemed by home influences.
Th s statement contains an error and an injustice ; an error, inasmuch as it

is not on account of immorality that the Russian government forbids attend-ahcfuponXfe-tifres at Zürich, but on account of the revolutionary and so-cialistic tendencies of some of the female students.
These latter were iu many cases too young to beai the change irom t_e
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absolute form of government of their own country to the freedom of a re-
public without feeling the intoxication of liberty. In the eyes of the Rus-
sian government, it is a crime even to visit a political meeting.* Many of
these Russian women have, however, by their great diligence and honorable
conduct in social relations, won the most general esteem, and proved them-
selves worthy successors of the pioneers from England and America. The
minds of the others were occupied more with political ideas than with the
study of medicine.
The rules for matriculation of foreigners having been in some respects too

liberal, some of the women who first studied here demanded, some years ago,
a stricter examination for matriculation, and this in the interest of women
themselves. This measure has now been adopted.
Of the immorality of the Russian students, no one in Zürich knows any-

thing whatever, and the charge is an unjust and wicked pretence of the Rus-
sian government and of the numerous spies which it keepshere.
Only two Russian women have obtained here the degree of Doctor of

Medicine, and these two are most honorable women. The others were called
away by the decree of the Russian government before they could finish their
course of study.
Hoping that I have said enouirh to prove this decree an iniustice, I remain

Yours very respectfully, H. Frey,
Professor of Microscopical Anatomy and Embryology.

* The meetings of the International Society of working-people were regularly attended
v some Russian students.

Messrs. Editors,—Some months since, I wrote you from Zürich an ac-
count of the position taken by the University of that city with reference to
the study of medicine by women. I described briefly the rise and progress
of the movement which led to the admission of women to the general exer-
cises of the University, and more especially to the medical lecture rooms
and clinics. I gave utterance to no expression of personal feeling in the
matter, yet the general tenor of my letter was favorable to the female stu-
dents. This I could not have changed, even had I wished so to do, without
having most unjustifiably manipulated and distorted the facts that came to
my observation. The small cloud, which at that time was just discernible
on the horizon, and to which I alluded when I stated that, "with the increase
in quantity (of female medical students) there had been a depreciation in
quality," has grown and spread until the whole sky is now overcast.
The immature and plastic minds of the young Russians, who have formed

so great a majority! of the female medical students at the University of Zu-
rich, have fallen a ready prey to the wiles and machinations of political ad-
venturers, so that the steady and praiseworthy devotion to study which cha-
racterized the pioneers in that field has been supplanted by political agita-
tion, and—what is worse—in some instances by an indulgence in the delusive
fascinations of free love.
The Pall Mall Gazette is my authority for the statement that the Russian

government has levelled a blow at the bechignoned heads of these medical
students by announcing to " all the Russian women who attend the lectures
at the University and Polytechnic School of Zürich, that such of them as
shall continue to attend the above lectures after the first of January, 1874,
will not be admitted, on their return to Russia, to any examination, educa-
tional establishment or appointment of any kind under the control of the
government."
This action is attributed by the official organs to the " unfavorable reports

that have reached the government relative to the conduct of these young wo-
men.A 'Slavonic Democrat-Socialist Society,' a 'Slavonic Central
Revolutionary Committee,' and a Slavonic and Russian Section of the Inter-

t The number of Russians was 108, and of those from other countries only 20 during
the l«st semester.
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national Society have been formed at Zurich, and they number several of the
vouncr Russians of both sexes among their numbers. In the Russian libra-
ry to which certain editors send their periodicals and newspapers gratis, lec-
tures of a very revolutionary character are delivered. It has become a daily
occupation of young Russian girls to attend the meetings of workingmen;political agitation absorbs their youthful and inexperienced minds and leads
them into wrong courses. The young women, who have thus been dragged
into politics, are entirely under the influence of the leaders of the emigra-
tion, and have become their obedient instruments. Some of them go two or
three times a year to Russia and back a<rain, taking with them incendiary
letters and proclamations.Others allow themselves to be deluded by
the communistic theories of free love, and under the protection of a ficti-
tious marriage, act in utter forgetfulness 'of all the fundamental principles
of morality and decorum."
The document published by the Russian government goes on to justify itsaction as follows:—"It must not be forgotten that these women will sooner

or later come back to Russia, there to become wives, mothers and teachers;
and it is the duty of the Russian government to prevent them, as far as pos-sible, from corrupting the youth of the country. To those young womenwho really wish to obtain a scientific education, ample opportunities are offer-ed by the higher schools of Russia itself, to which students of both sexes areadmitted; but there can be no doubt that Russian young women, who go to
Zürich, are actuated by different motives than a love of science."
These are the charges made against the Russian female students at Zürich

by the government of their country, and the threats which follow are,
undoubtedly, elicited solely by the political agitation to which the women
have lent themselves, aud by means of which their instigators were further-
ing their schemes.
It is unquestionably an error, as maintained by Prof. Frey in the letter

which you showed me yesterday, to suppose that the Russian government
was iustigated to promulgate the decree above alluded to by solicitude for
the morals and the social influence of its few absent daughters, but that there
is some truth in the allegation I must believe, because rumors to the same
effect were recounted to me during my visit to Zürich in the summer of 1872.
Stories about " irregularities "—as New York brokers would express it—in
the private life of these young ladies were circulating in Zürich among the
younger members of our profession a year ago, though I can easily under-
stand that they did not reach the ears of a person who occupies so eminent a
position as Prof. Frey.* _

That a change from the quiet home life of a Russian town or village to
one of constant intercourse with young men in the study of subjects, where
the attention must inevitably have been often directed to the physical and
functional differences of the sexes, should have disturbed the moral equili-
brium of a few among these girls is but natural, and, in this case, would
seem not improbable, since their susceptibility to foreign influences is evinced
by the easy and rapid conquest made of them by political agitators. All in-
terested in watching the experiment, which has been tried in Zürich, will,
however five due weight to Prof Prey's denial of this accusation, and will
believe that the charge of immorality is, to say the least, grossly exaggerated.
In this connection, I must avail myself of the opportunity of pointing out

the great injustice done these women, who are struggling for medical educa-
tions, by establishing for them a different and much higher standard of ex-
cellence, both in studies and deportment, than for male students. Let it be
remembered by those who are commenting upon the success and progress of
any female student that she can only be fairly compared with the average
male student. It seems to be expected that every woman, who has qualified
* A correspondent of the Cologne Gazette asserts that upwards of one half of the Rus-

sian women students at Zürich live disrcputal)|y,and that many ot the Swiss families in
town have consequently refused to receive them in their houses.—Medical Press and Cir-
cular.
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herself to practise medicine, must make her mark in the world—be a success,
as the term is—and if she falls short of this, her failure is made to reflect
unduly upon the abstract question of the qualifications of women to become
physicians. I would ask, in reply, how many of the hundreds of young
men who obtain medical degrees in the course of a year are ever heard of
again ?
In morals, the same custom prevails, though here it is but an echo of the

judgment pronounced by society throughout all ages.
The interference of the Russian government has driven all but two of its

countrywomen from Zürich, while those from other lands remain, so that we
may still look to that city for a solution of the vexed problem of "mixed
classes," and trust that the prejudice against the question at issue may not
be acain excited owing- to extraneous causes.

I am very truly yours, James R. Chadwick, M.D.
123 Boylston St., Sept. 14, 1873.

Dr. Thomas Miller, of Washington, D. C, died suddenly at his resi-
dence in that city on Sept. 20th. He was the son ofMajor Miller, who came
with his family to the District of Columbia during the administration of
President Madison, and for years was attached to the Navy Department.
He graduated from the University of Pennsylvania in 1829. Returning to
Washington, he commenced the practice of his profession, in which he has
always borne a prominent part. In his earlier days, he was a contributor to
this Journal.

Prof. DixiCrosby, M.D., LL.D., of Dartmouth College, Hanover,N. H.,
died on Friday, Sept. 26th, at the age of 73 years. Professor Crosby repre-
sented Hanover in the State Legislature, and was chosen State Railroad
Commissioner in 1862. He was a Freemason and was a member of the
Royal Arch Chapter at Harland,Vt. His surviving brothers are Dr. Josiah
Crosby, of Manchester, N. H., Judge Nathan Crosby, of Lowell, and Pro-
fessor Alpheus Crosby, of Salem. He leaves two sons, Dr. A. B. Crosby, a
professor of surgery at Hanover and at the Medical College at Brooklyn,
N. Y., and Dr. A. Crosby, a well-known physician in Concord, N. H.

At the regular monthly meeting of the Berkshire District Medical Socie-
ty, held at Pittsfield, Sept. 24, 1873, the following resolutions were unani-
mously passed:—
Whereas, The Rev. John Todd, D.D., an honorary member of this Socie-

ty, has been removed by death,
Resolved, That we bow with submission to the dealings of Him who doeth

all things well, in whose hand our breath is, and whose are all our ways.
Resolved, That in the death of the Rev. Dr. Todd we recognize the loss Of

one whose associations with this Society were a source of intellectual im-
provement and high social enjoyment, and that his high office and good words
will ever be held by us in grateful remembrance.
Resolved, That in his life of great labor in the pulpit, while battling with

disease that would have crippled the energies of" ordinary men, and in the
great work which he accomplished by his writings, known over the civilizedworld, Dr. Todd deserved to be ranked among the most distinguished men of
the present generation.
Resolved, That we tender his people and his family our deep sympathy in

their great bereavement.Resolved, That these resolutions be entered in the records of this Society,
and that a copy be presented to his family, and published in the County pa-
pers, Springfield Republican and Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.
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